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ability for reading; but they are by no means limited to
this school subject. They influence a much wider range
of activities.

This type of disability is properly placed after memory
defect because in considering defects in the visual powers,
memory plays so large a part.

Case 24. Harry R., 14 years and 9 months of age,
had made much slower progress in school than any other
member of his large family. The boy was said to study
hard at home, where the father and an older sister helped
him frequently with his lessons. He was in the sixth
grade, but maintained his position there only with diffi-
culty. Although his family regarded him as retarded
in school work, they considered him normal in all other
respects. He was so conscious of his disabilities that
he had become sensitive to the extent of crying bitterly
if scolded because of his poor record.

Psychological examination showed that this boy's
abilities were quite uneven, and that he had a striking
defect in visual powers. His perception of form evi-
dently was not notably poor, but perception of relation-
ships of form was exceedingly defective. He failed to
solve the simpler construction test, ordinarily performed
by normal eight-year-old children. His efforts on the
more difficult one were purely random; many impossi-
bilities were tried, and the final result was likewise a
failure. Visual memory was equally as defective. The
Binet test for memory of geometrical figures was repro-
duced so poorly that the forms were altogether unrecog-
nizable. A figure even simpler than either of the Binet
forms was not reproduced correctly. Indeed, the boy
failed on three or four tests all designed for testing visual
memory. Neither could he draw the simplest diagram
of the facade of his own house; after representing it by
an oblong, he could not place the doors and windows.